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A major new study for the Combat Poverty Agency, assessing the Government’s National Anti-Poverty Strategy, concludes that the Strategy is making an important contribution to the development of more effective policies and programmes to tackle poverty. It says that the NAPS is increasingly seen as a model for anti-poverty action at European and international levels. However, the study also identifies a number of significant weaknesses in the implementation of the Strategy and contains 53 recommendations to strengthen the contribution of the Strategy to eradicating poverty in the future.

On the positive side, the study welcomes:

· The development of important institutional mechanisms such as the Cabinet Committee on Social Inclusion, the Inter-Departmental Policy Committee on the NAPS, the appointment of NAPS Liaison Officers in each Department and the establishment in the Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs of a special unit on the NAPS 

· The establishment and monitoring of targets for poverty reduction 

· The introduction of a poverty-proofing mechanism, whereby Government Departments are required to assess policies and programmes at design and review stages, for their likely impact on poverty.

The report notes that the NAPS has had a significant impact on the focus and priorities in the new National Development Plan and the Programme for Prosperity and Fairness. 

Weaknesses in the implementation of the Strategy, however, include:

· A failure by many Government Departments to adequately build an anti-poverty focus into their Strategy Statements and annual work programmes and to identify arrangements to facilitate co-ordination of action across Departments 

· Insufficient involvement of the community and voluntary sector and the other social partners in the implementation of the NAPS. 

· Inadequate resourcing of the NAPS Unit and anti-poverty work, in general 

· Inadequate public awareness-raising and education about poverty and the NAPS. 

· Too conservative targets.

Speaking at the launch of the report at a major conference in the Davenport Hotel, the Combat Poverty Agency’s Director, Hugh Frazer said: "The NAPS provides an important framework for tackling poverty in Ireland. This report and its recommendations will be very important in feeding into the current review of the NAPS and its targets and ensuring that its future impact and effectiveness is enhanced."

Mr. Frazer went on to say that key priorities for the future include:

· More dedicated support in the public administration system for the NAPS. 

· The establishment of mechanisms for the involvement of the community and voluntary sector and people living in poverty. 

· Continued work to extend the NAPS to local government. 

· Further revision of targets, to take greater account of the rapidly changing economic environment, including setting targets on housing/accommodation, homelessness and health issues with particular attention to children, older people and people with disabilities. 

· The strengthening of poverty-proofing, ensuring that it applies to all key Budgetary decisions including taxation and extends to local authorities and health boards. 

· Enhanced data collection on poverty

"Commitments on the NAPS and the £1.5b social inclusion package in the PPF are important steps forward and will help us to achieve the priorities," said Mr. Frazer. 

"The PPF commitments include updating NAPS, revising existing targets and developing new targets for child poverty, women's poverty, health, older people and housing/accommodation. The process is to be completed within 18 months. The PPF also includes a review of emerging causes of poverty. This", said Mr. Frazer, "is very welcome. "The CPA also welcomes the fact that the current poverty- proofing arrangements are to be reviewed and that, in due course, poverty-proofing is to be extended to local authorities and health boards.

"A key issue for the future", according to Mr. Frazer, "will be to address the extent to which recent economic and social development has left behind people who experience multiple disadvantages and exclusion from the rest of society in a way that has not been seen before. The increased costs of housing, lack of accessible and affordable childcare, and the lack of availability and access to primary

health services are particular features of the current economic and social environment for people who are poor."

"In the present economic climate there is now the opportunity to eliminate poverty in Ireland. The resources are available and the mechanisms are in place through NAPS, to deliver the policies and programmes. What is now required is the allocation of resources and the political and institutional

will to ensure that this aspiration can become a reality," added Hugh Frazer.
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