PRESS RELEASE

Ireland has one of the worst child poverty rates in the EU

9 June 2000

The Open your eyes to child poverty initiative today (Monday 12 June) launched a three- week national and local radio advertising promotion aimed at highlighting what life is like for children and their families who live in poverty in Ireland today.

"We have the highest rate of economic growth in the EU and one of the highest rates of child poverty", said Owen Keenan, Chief Executive Barnardos. " One in four Irish children can’t participate in everyday activities others take for granted because of lack of money. They live in homes with less than half the average Irish income. In effect, they are denied the basic right to an adequate standard of living and so are excluded from society. We now have the resources to tackle the issue, what we need is the will to do it."

The promotion is aimed at creating greater debate among the general public about an issue that is often hidden from view or not well understood. It is part of a two-year programme to create change in public policy that will contribute to eliminating child poverty in Ireland.

The advertisements, which run from 12th-30th June, feature people talking about the impact of poverty on their lives. "We want to give the public an opportunity to hear how young people and their parents feel when they are excluded from ordinary social activities like school trips or birthday parties. Even so called free education can be out of their grasp", said Donal Geoghegan, of the National Youth Council of Ireland.  "It is only when people have some understanding of what living in poverty today means that we will create a momentum for change."

Child poverty affects a broad range of children in urban and rural areas and hits particularly hard at children who are homeless, have a disability or are members of the Travelling community.

The Open your eyes to child poverty initiative comprises

· Barnardos 

· Combat Poverty Agency 

· Children’s Rights Alliance 

· Focus Ireland 

· National Youth Council of Ireland 

· Pavee Point 

· People with Disabilities in Ireland 

· St Vincent de Paul Society More
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For further information contact:

Donal Geoghegan

Programme Manager

National Youth Council of Ireland

Telephone 01- 4784122 or 087 2225691

e-mail: donall.geoghegan@nyci.ie

Or 

Margaret Dorgan

Communications Executive

Barnardos

Telephone 01-4530355 or direct line 01-4158371, 087 2454500

e-mail: margaret.dorgan@barnardos.ie More

What life is like for children and their families affected by poverty – in their own words…. From a workshop with teenagers and parents

On participating in everyday activities others take for granted:

"…if you were rich – like, - your Ma and Da whatever would be able to get you a guitar or drums or something like that …where you could start learning yourself ..but – like – if you don’t have the money…

"you do feel bad - like – asking for money (from your parents) –because if you ask and they don’t have it – like – they feel bad, too."

"my little girl she’s only mad to go dancing – she’s only two and a half – she does be dancin’ around the house – she wants to go dancin’ – but I couldn’t afford to send her to these lessons. I’d love to".

"what really makes you angry? It’s your children comparing with other children and can’t play with them other children because they’re called names, because they’re not the same as them – they haven’t got what they have".

On participating in school or college

"you’d like to see them go to college and that – but that’s one thing that’s out. That is out –in my house – that is out. It’s too expensive, the grant doesn’t support that for them"

"If I was goin’ to college, I’d probably take a year an’ like save up for that year because – like – I know I wouldn’t have it…"

"they have to take the first year off to save the money to go to college anyway – so that’s the only way they’re going to get to it.. it should be there for them…"

On what it feels like to live in poverty

".. you don’t come up in society – no you don’t – not where we are anyway. We ‘re second class – I’d class myself as second class".
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