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Community groups come together to tackle poverty and drug misuse

For release: Monday, 22 February 2000

A conference to support local groups to develop and influence public policies that stop young people becoming involved with illegal drugs is being organised by the Combat Poverty Agency in Dublin Castle on Saturday, February 19th. The conference will look at the lessons of the Poverty, Drug Use and Policy Programme, which focused on educational disadvantage, accessible and quality services for drug users and preventative facilities and support to parents. 

Kate Ennals of the Combat Poverty Agency explained that the conference was intended to describe the experiences of seven projects from Drogheda, Athlone and Dublin who were funded by the Agency through the Poverty, Drug Use and Policy Programme. "The experience of anti-drugs work in local communities is vitally important in developing effective policies relating to drugs misuse. This Agency funded programme reflects the high correlation between drug use and disadvantage and points, in particular, to the need for further policies which encourage young people to stay in school. The programme also highlights the services and facilities needed by the families of drug users as well as drug users themselves." The Conference will make proposals on a range of issues, including: Education/disadvantage; Estate management/homelessness; Treatment facilities, support & prevention developing policy and community development. 

Susan Collins of Addiction Response Crumlin, one of the seven groups involved in the Poverty, Drug Use and Policy Programme, stated that, at the beginning, they were wary of becoming involved in the policy issue. "We didn’t think we could influence national policy, but we now know how important it is that organisations like ourselves help form the national response to drug use. The work, which we carry out in Crumlin with drug users can and will be used and replicated by other groups in our situation. The Programme has given organisations confidence and the knowledge of how to work effectively with other similar organisations and state agencies."

Participants in the Poverty, Drug Use and Policy Programme included Addiction Response Crumlin (ARC), Athlone Youth Community Project (AYCP), Ballymun Community Action Programme (CAP), Ballymun Youth Action Programme (YAP), the Coalition of Communities Against Drugs (COCAD), Drogheda Youth Sector Computer Scheme (DYSCS) and the Franciscan Social Justice Initiative (FSJI). 
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