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25 Local Authorities have joined unique anti-poverty learning network

A Local Government Anti-Poverty network, set up to promote and support the development of a strong anti-poverty focus within local government, met today (Jan 24) in Nenagh. The Combat Poverty Agency (CPA) in collaboration with the Department of the Environment and Local Government and the National Anti-Poverty Strategy unit in the Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs, hosted the first meeting of 25 local authorities from around the country who have already signed up to the unique Anti-Poverty Learning Network.

The network will work to ensure that the targets of the National Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS) can have a practical and realistic impact on the lives of the country’s most deprived people everywhere, according to Hugh Frazer, CPA Director.

He explained that the network is also particularly relevant now following the recommendation in Programme for Prosperity and Fairness (PPF) last year that the National Anti-Poverty Strategy be extended out from central government to local government. It will allow local authorities to share experiences and consider how to make the best contribution to policies to tackle poverty and social exclusion in their own areas. The network will assist local authorities in ensuring that tackling poverty becomes integral to all aspects of their work, from housing to health and education and the arts.

"This network provides local authorities with a vital support system to ensure that the new and welcome move towards local focused anti-poverty policy is realised," said CPA Director Hugh Frazer "Local authorities have a clear role in responding to poverty and disadvantage. This is seen most clearly in the provision of housing. However, most of the other functions of local government have a direct or indirect impact on the economic, social and cultural wellbeing of people in disadvantaged communities. Above all, local authorities have the day-to-day contact with local communities that is simply not possible for national organisations."

He explained that on a practical front, the network will provide education and training for local authority personnel on issues such as the extent and nature of poverty, poverty trends, research and data, national and international policy. It will also publish a newsletter and run information seminars to allow members to share their experiences. The network will provide technical support for local authorities to allow them to gather their own local data on poverty, and to develop public awareness and information strategies. Finally, the network will provide small resources to local authorities to run pilot projects aimed at tackling deprivation and social exclusion. 

In responding to the initial invitation to join the network last September 2000, local authorities indicated that almost all areas of their work had an anti-poverty relevance, from housing and estate management to the development of group water schemes. Most local authorities also noted that all members of their staff would benefit from involvement in the network, in particular housing officers, officials working in the community and enterprise area, and elected officials. One local authority listed the Finance section, planners, engineers and design teams in particular, with a view to examining the extent to which planning and design are contributory factors to social exclusion.

"This network is an unprecedented opportunity for local government personnel to work in partnership with others active on anti-poverty issues to ensure collective effort, co-ordination and efficiency, and ultimately to improve the lives of those worst off in their communities," Hugh Frazer concluded.
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