Press Release

MINISTER DEMPSEY LAUNCHES SUPPORT MATERIALS FOR CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

The Minister for Education and Science, Mr Noel Dempsey TD has today (12 December 2002) launched a number of publications aimed at promoting citizenship education in the curriculum.  

Speaking at the launch, Minister Dempsey said that it was vital that concepts of social justice and citizenship education be highlighted to Irish young people in the modern world.

“These projects would make a significant contribution to the development and enhancement of citizenship education within our schools. Perhaps one of the most fundamental understandings that students might achieve is that societies and their political and economic systems are shaped by human beings and therefore can be changed by them. Also that they come to understand that they can influence change both personally and in the wider society and world and that they can do this now and not only in the future when they are adults”, he said.

On behalf of Combat Poverty Agency, which sponsor four citizenship projects, Ms Joan O’ Flynn said that they believed that poverty and social exclusion were a barrier to full citizenship and supported the development of a form of citizenship education that contributed to the holistic development of students.

“Combat Poverty Agency considers that the education system should provide a vision of society that is committed to the values of social equity and justice. It considers that this approach would challenge inequity and intolerance and that its ultimate outcome must be to create a society where inequalities are challenged. Citizenship education is important for democracy. It cannot be left to chance. Essentially, political will, professional expertise, widespread engagement of citizens of all ages, classes, gender and abilities and resources are required to research, pilot, evaluate and implement effective approaches to citizenship education and embed it as strongly and pervasively as possible.”, she concluded.

Aidan Clifford, Acting Director of the CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit said that each generation redefines who they are and where they are going and citizenship education is vital to that process. 

“Some of these publications aim to support teachers and their students in exploring citizenship.  They are also designed to encourage a debate to raise the profile of citizenship education among those with an interest in education”, he said.
Details of the publications launched by Minister Dempsey are as follows:

The launch gave public recognition to the contribution of a range of projects currently in operation within the CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit (CDU).  

Resources for Teachers

Changing Perspectives is a resource for teachers wishing to explore issues of diversity and equality with their students in a holistic way.

Counted Out is a resource for teachers interested in exploring and developing an understanding of the nature, causes and extent of poverty and social inclusion in Ireland.

Rising to the Challenge is a new and comprehensive resource for supporting teachers of Contemporary Issues in Leaving Certificate Applied.

Reports

Citizenship Studies is a document that presents a robust blue print for a radical and new approach to a form of education that addresses complex issues of human interdependence, values democracy itself and the needs of citizenship today.

Charting the Future of Social and Political Education presents the proceedings from a series of seminars organised jointly by the CDU and Combat Poverty Agency

Education and Reconciliation is a report marking the conclusion of Phase 1 of  the Education for Reconciliation (EfR) curriculum development project – a cross-border project based within  the whole of Ireland.  The project supported students and teachers on the island of Ireland in tackling difficult questions around the issue of reconciliation.

The projects support the development of citizenship education, carry a social justice perspective and share a common interest in the professional development of teachers and the education of critically aware well-informed young people.

The projects which include the Human Rights Education Project; the Intercultural Education Project; the Education for Reconciliation Project; and Poverty, the Curriculum and the Classroom Project, have received support and funding from a number of sources including the Combat Poverty Agency, Trocaire and the EU Programme for Peace & Reconciliation.
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