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Eradication of poverty in sight, says Combat Poverty Director at launch of new Strategic Plan

The eradication of poverty in Irish society is now within sight and a concerted effort over the coming years is necessary to achieve this goal, Ms Helen Johnston, Director of the Combat Poverty Agency, said at the launch of their new Strategic Plan, Combating Poverty in a Changing Ireland, today (Tuesday March 26th). The Plan proposes a greater role for area-based and community sector initiatives in tackling poverty and social exclusion.

Acknowledging that "important advances have been made in tackling poverty and social exclusion" in recent years, the Plan points out that relative income poverty remains high by European standards. There is a further need "to ensure that tax and welfare policy is more balanced towards the less well-off."

Ms Johnston said that the battle against poverty is now at a crossroads. "Much has been achieved during the period of the outgoing government and the new National Anti-Poverty Strategy contains a strong commitment to continuing this work. However, it will be necessary for any incoming government after the general election to ensure that adequate resources continue to be provided for anti-poverty measures in the likely harsher economic environment ahead," she added.

Under the Plan, which will run from 2002 – 2004, Combat Poverty will undertake a number of key new actions including the following:

· A study of the costs of child rearing to inform children’s welfare policy, including child income supports and child care 

· An examination of the links between racism, ethnicity and poverty 

· An examination of the relationship between economic, social and cultural rights and poverty reduction 

· Pilot work on addressing health inequalities through local community development approaches and 

· An assessment of the future direction of social welfare policy.

A range of groups who remain at high risk of poverty is identified. These include single adult households, lone parents and larger families. Households headed by a person who is unemployed, ill or disabled or working in the home (mostly women) are at risk, as are ethnic minority groups and Travellers.

Launching the Plan, Ms Helen Johnston, Director of Combat Poverty, said that Ireland has in recent years experienced unprecedented economic growth and important advances have been made in tackling poverty and social exclusion. "However, evidence shows that the gap between the better off and less well-off has widened and relative income poverty has not declined. We need to address the structural causes for this as well as tackling new and emerging causes of poverty," she said.

The Plan commits Combat Poverty to maintain its support for peace and reconciliation work in the border counties and on a cross border basis. Combat Poverty also undertakes to provide further support to strengthen local government efforts to tackle poverty.

Current inadequacies in public service provision create constraints in tackling poverty, the Plan states. "In this regard greater attention will need to be paid to how public services, such as education, health, child care, transport, housing and social services, address needs and actively promote social cohesion." Helen Johnston states.

The Plan welcomes the proposed launch of a new EU Social Action Programme on social exclusion later in 2002, providing an opportunity to learn and develop initiatives based on European wide experience.

Copies of the Agency's Strategic Plan are available from our Publications Section - contact Valerie Byrne at 01 602 6644 or email byrnev@cpa.ie
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Note: The Combat Poverty Agency is a state agency working for the prevention and elimination of poverty and social exclusion.

