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Inequality highlighted as a cause of poverty

Mary Coughlan TD, Minister for Social and Family Affairs today launched a report  on 'Poverty and Inequality' in Dublin Castle.  The report was prepared jointly by the Combat Poverty Agency and the Equality Authority.  It is part of their ongoing cooperation to support a wider understanding of the links between inequality and poverty and to contribute to a capacity to assess the impact of policies on poverty and inequality.

These links are reflected in the National Anti Poverty Strategy and it is evident that parallels can be drawn between the groups identified in the strategy as being vulnerable to poverty and exclusion and the various grounds covered under equality legislation.

The report on ‘Poverty and Inequality’ highlights specific experiences of poverty by groups covered by the equality legislation.  These include experiences among:

 older people, of uneven access to health services due to low incomes, poor transportation, lack of information and poor coordination between service providers.

 women, of employment barriers where they tend to earn less than men and to work in both lower level and lower paying jobs.

 people with disabilities, of income poverty due to the extra costs associated with disability.

 Travellers, of housing and accommodation conditions that are dramatically worse than the majority population.

 Black and other minority ethnic people, of employment difficulties where academic or professional qualifications are not always  recognised.

 gay and lesbian people, of vulnerability where there is no legal recognition of their relationships.

Speaking at the launch Niall Crowley, CEO of the Equality Authority highlighted that "discrimination is a major cause of poverty. Eliminating poverty requires the elimination of discrimination and inequality.  People from across the nine grounds covered by our equality legislation experience poverty.  This diversity needs to be targeted in terms of resources and needs to be taken into account in developing new anti-poverty policies.  The National Anti Poverty Strategy increasingly reflects this situation - the challenge is to turn good policies into real change for people across the nine grounds". 

The report has a particular focus on poverty proofing.  This is an important innovation of the National Anti Poverty Strategy.  It requires policy makers to assess the impact of their decisions on people experiencing poverty.  In this way new policy in all fields can contribute to eliminating poverty.

The report provides policy makers with  an approach to poverty proofing that will include a focus on inequalities likely to lead to poverty. This should assist policy makers to take account of the particular situation and experience  of young people, older people, women, people with disabilities, gay and lesbian people and Black and minority ethnic (including Travellers) people as policies are put together.

Speaking at the launch of the report, Helen Johnston, Director of the Combat Poverty Agency stated that " it is important that all policies are designed to have a positive impact on people experiencing poverty and inequality.  This report provides guidance and supporting material to assess the impact of policies on specified groups at risk of poverty such as people with disabilities or minority ethnic groups.  We look  forward to supporting Government Departments, state agencies and local authorities in applying these new ideas and supports in their policy making"

The Combat Poverty Agency and the Equality Authority will be developing a number of projects to test and support this approach to policy making.

