Combat Poverty Agency welcomes National Action Plan against Poverty and Social Exclusion
The Combat Poverty Agency has welcomed the publication of the National Action Plan against Poverty and Social Exclusion. The Minister for Social and Family Affairs, Ms. Mary Coughlan T.D launched the report at a briefing in the Government press centre today, Wednesday 27th August.

Reacting to the launch, Ms Helen Johnston, Director of the Combat Poverty Agency welcomed its publication and said that the key priority now is to ensure that the proposals in the Report are implemented and that there is a prioritisation of resources in order to achieve this.

“We welcome the publication of the plan. It is very comprehensive and reconfirms our commitment to tackling poverty and social exclusion in Ireland,” she said.

The Combat Poverty Agency led a consultation process that helped to inform the preparation of the plan. According to Ms Johnston:

“The key message arising from that consultation process was the vital necessity of actually implementing the proposals in the plan. This requires the prioritisation of resources in these more economically difficult times.

“Ireland has made substantial strides in tackling poverty and social exclusion in the last few years, particularly in the areas of employment creation and in tackling consistent poverty. However, a number of issues remain to be tackled. These include the income gap between the rich and poor in our society, the quality of our public services, particularly for low  income groups, and the vulnerability of some groups in our society to poverty.  Action on these issues should be a priority in the National Action Plan.”

The Combat Poverty Agency makes the point that for this plan to be successfully implemented, it will require support and commitment across society.  Tackling poverty and social exclusion must become a key societal priority for Ireland and it must be placed at the heart of governance and social partnership.

“The plan is a very welcome development in tackling poverty and social exclusion, but it will only succeed in its objectives if the resources and will across Irish society are made available to implement its proposals”, concluded Ms. Johnston. 

ENDS

Link to the full text of the NAPincl document in PDF format here: http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/news/2001/jun/napincl_ir_en.pdf
