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NATIONAL SOCIAL INCLUSION FORUM HIGHLIGHTS KEY POVERTY ISSUES – Combat Poverty Agency Director

Speaking at the inaugural meeting of the National Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS) Social Inclusion Forum today (30 January 2003), the Director of Combat Poverty Agency, Ms. Helen Johnston welcomed the opportunity for a wide range of people and groups to raise their views on key social policies and implementation issues.

Ms Johnston said that the Forum was timely in that there is an EU requirement for all member states to develop action plans on social exclusion by July 2003.

“Each action plan is required to set poverty reduction targets. Gender is to be taken into account and there is a greater emphasis on the risks of poverty to ethnic minorities and migrants. I would ask groups representing these interests to come forward with proposals to create better social integration for those groups and others experiencing poverty and social exclusion.”

“It is important to note that the plans from all member states will be summarised in a joint EU report on social inclusion which will be ready by the start of 2004.  Ireland will hold the EU Presidency for the first part of that year and will, therefore, have a key role to play in any implementation issues,” she said.

The Social Inclusion Forum will be convened on an annual basis to review and offer recommendations on policies aimed at tackling exclusion and disadvantage.

Ms. Johnston concluded by welcoming the establishment of the new Office for Social Inclusion within the Department of Social and Family Affairs.

“The new office is now managed by a Director and overseen by a team of senior civil servants from a range of government departments.  We welcome this development and anticipate that it will confer increased status on social inclusion issues at national level,” she concluded.
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