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WORKING TOWARDS A POVERTY FREE SOCIETY

On UN International Day for the Eradication of Poverty (17th October), Combat Poverty Agency Director, Helen Johnston called for Ireland to continue to work towards a poverty free society. 

“Ireland is committed to the elimination of poverty, as stated in the Irish National Anti Poverty Strategy”, said Helen Johnston. “Today is an appropriate time to highlight this commitment and how we can achieve it”.

People across Europe who are concerned to achieve the eradication of poverty are currently meeting in Italy. “This meeting will discuss the National Action Plans against Poverty and Social Exclusion prepared by all EU Member States”, explained Helen Johnston. “In Ireland the National Anti-Poverty Strategy and National Action Plan against Poverty and Social Exclusion target the elimination of consistent poverty by 2007 (or below 2%) from a current level of 5.5%. A key challenge is finding the resources to ensure the commitment can be met”.

As well as discussing poverty reduction targets and commitments the EU roundtable meeting in Turin will be considering the financial options for achieving these reductions. In Ireland the relevant financial instruments for tackling poverty are our annual budgets and the National Development Plan.

The National Development Plan has planned an investment of €40 billion over the period 2000 – 2006 of public, EU and private funds. €19 billion of this is allocated to promoting social inclusion, which is one of the four objectives of the National Development Plan.

“The successful implementation of the social inclusion measures of the National Development Plan is critical if we are to meet the targets set out in the National Anti-Poverty Strategy,” said Ms Johnston. “The NAPS is subject to ongoing monitoring and comprehensive reviews of it will be undertaken every two years, as part of a European-wide initiative for monitoring poverty reduction across Europe”.

The Mid-Term Reviews of the National Development Plan highlight the need for greater focus on delivering the social inclusion measures and in assessing the impact of these in reducing poverty.

“The National Development Plan is a vital part of Ireland’s plan to successfully tackle poverty and social exclusion”, concluded Ms Johnston. “ We will not reach the poverty reduction levels set out by the Government unless we ensure that the available resources in the NDP are targeted at effectively addressing social exclusion”.

ENDS

Note: The main measures promoting social inclusion in the National Development Plan are social affordable housing, health capital, employment and human resource development, equality, childcare, community development and family support, countering crime and drug abuse, youth services and services to the unemployed. In addition, all measures in the Plan are to be assessed for their impact on poverty.

