November 20, 2003

Combat Poverty Report highlights need for uniform  waiver arrangements for Waste Collection Charges
A new report by the Combat Poverty Agency has highlighted the need for a uniform approach to the application of waiver arrangements for waste collection charges for low income and poor households. Such waivers should be available from all refuse collection operators, public and private. 

Speaking today at the launch of the report, Helen Johnston, the Director of Combat Poverty said: “Guidelines for a national waiver scheme for low income and poor households should  be drawn up by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. This could be done in consultation with the Money Advice and Budgeting Service, Combat Poverty, community and voluntary sector interests and the Department of Social and Family Affairs.  The guidelines could cover a number of factors, including income eligibility for a waiver, the proportion of discount to be applied, the application procedure and a clear decision-making and appeals system.”

Ms. Johnston continued: “Existing waiver systems depend on where a person lives. Lump sum payment systems, in particular, create difficulties for low-income households. Some local authorities already provide for payment mechanisms which are more appropriate to the budgeting patterns of low-income households and these  should be more widely available. One option would be for local authorities to incorporate the cost of refuse into the rent payable each week by their tenants.”  Recycling options also need to be better promoted.

“Waste collection charges, based purely on the polluter pays principle  impose a greater burden  on low-income households, especially those with children and other dependants”, said Ms. Johnston. The subvention currently available through tax relief on refuse collection charges is of more benefit to the better off than to welfare recipients and other low-income households. 
The Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS),  has recently identified refuse collection charges as a cause of further indebtedness to some clients.  While  some MABS offices reported very few cases referring directly to refuse collection charges, others recorded a significant impact.  
In the report, payment and waiver mechanisms across five different local authority areas were surveyed: Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Kildare, Galway County, Donegal and Dublin City. Waste collection charges vary between €150 and €500 per annum depending on local authority area. 
“This timely report highlights the need for a national policy on waivers and payment mechanisms for low-income families” said Ms. Johnston.

The report has been submitted to the Department of Social and Family Affairs and to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government who are considering its recommendations.   
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For further information:
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Combat Poverty is the national statutory organisation in Ireland dedicated to advising on ways to prevent and eliminate poverty and social exclusion.  Established in 1986, we are recognised for our independent and authoritative voice.

Table 5:  Waiver provision and conditions

Local Authority
Waiver
Income limit
Eligible groups
Other discretion 

Donegal
No direct waiver provided
N/A
Some OAP*s 

Lone parents
Some operators provide a smaller bin to some customers, with fortnightly collection for reduced price

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown
Yes 
Single person household – €172

Two adult household – €328

(increased by €22 per dependent child)
Hardship cases 

Long-term social welfare recipients
Short-term social welfare may be given a refund at year end

Dublin
Yes
Income that is exempt from tax
Sole income from Department of Social and Family Affairs
Hardship cases

Galway
No direct waiver provided
N/A
N/A
N/A

Kildare
Yes
Partial waiver – €253.95

Full waiver – €342.83

(increase of €19.30 per dependent child)
OAPs with income from social welfare pensions only

Social welfare recipients on invalidity pension, lone parent’s allowance
N/A

* Old Age Pensioners

