9 June 2005

Ending Child Poverty a Priority, 

says Combat Poverty Agency 
Ireland compares well with other European countries for child income support. However, it is among the lowest with regard to the provision of services, according to a Combat Poverty Agency Policy Statement:  “Ending Child Poverty,” published today. These findings are based on an analysis of income support packages in 22 industrialised countries.

”We fall short on service provision for families with children and this results in increased hardship for low income and work poor families,” said Helen Johnston, Director, Combat Poverty Agency.  This Policy Statement sets out a compelling argument for improved service provision.  This is especially important for children from poor families”. 

Ireland places a greater emphasis on income support for families with children than most European countries.  It does less well in relation to adequate investment in subsidised quality services for families with children, such as childcare, early education, health, housing, and family support services.  

Ireland’s level of subvention for childcare and healthcare for families with children is among the lowest in the EU, and Ireland is also a “laggard” when net education costs are considered, the report states.

”Lack of childcare facilities leaves many low income families with little realistic choice as to whether to stay at home and raise their children and rely on social welfare as their main income source, or to engage in education, training or paid work outside the home. This is particularly the case for lone parents who face poverty traps in returning to work” said Ms Johnston. 
The Policy Statement sets out a number of recommendations: 
· Directly subsidise childcare, targeting low income and vulnerable families 

· Ensure pre-school provision for all poor children aged four years, supplemented by day care, where appropriate

· Enhance targeted income support, directed at poor children to complement the universal Child Benefit

· Increase medical card thresholds and fund more community health initiatives 

· Improve the supply and quality of social and affordable housing

“It is unacceptable in a rich society that a substantial minority of children in Ireland are still living in poverty.  This policy statement sets out a broad cross departmental agenda to end child poverty”, concluded Ms Johnston.
Ends
Editor’s note:
Combat Poverty is the national statutory organisation in Ireland dedicated to advising on ways to prevent and eliminate poverty and social exclusion.  Established in 1986, we are recognised for our independent and authoritative voice.
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