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NEW REPORT HIGHLIGHTS GEOGRAPHIC VARIATIONS IN POVERTY DISTRIBUTION 
STRUCTUAL FACTORS REMAIN PARAMOUNT IN DETERMINING POVERTY LEVELS
A Combat Poverty Agency report launched today highlights the uneven geographic distribution of poverty in Ireland. The report: Mapping Poverty: National Regional and County Patterns, commissioned from the ESRI, looks at the distribution of poverty at various levels (e.g. by region/county; housing tenure; urban/rural) and finds significant variations between different regions and neighbourhoods. 

According to the report, the risk of poverty is greatest in Donegal, Leitrim and Mayo. “Border and Western areas include counties with the highest percentages of elderly residents, the lowest levels of educational attainment, the highest incidence of small farming activity and high levels of economic dependency”, said Helen Johnston, Director of Combat Poverty. She cautioned, however, against making generalisations about particular areas, pointing out that Louth and Sligo have much lower rates of relative poverty than the other counties in the Border region. 

The study found that the countryside and villages have slightly higher poverty levels than other areas, especially in comparison with Dublin and the larger cities. But while Dublin has a low rate of poverty it scores high in terms of housing and environmental deprivation.
“Housing tenure is strongly correlated with a risk of poverty”, explained Ms. Johnston. “This report shows that the risk of poverty was more than five times greater for local authority tenants than for people living in other types of housing. The housing market, aided by public policy, reserves public and social rented housing mainly for low-income households. People in these neighbourhoods are further disadvantaged by the quality and availability of local services, for example, health, transport, sport and recreation and retail and financial services. This demonstrates clearly how deep-rooted structural issues can be compounded by local and neighbourhood factors. 

“The research has shown that structural factors such as unemployment, age dependency, lone parenthood, illness and lack of educational qualifications are paramount in determining poverty levels”, she said.  

“However, these are manifested locally. Local authorities and area-based programmes have a key role to play in tackling poverty at a local level, supported by comprehensive national policies. Locally based initiatives include good estate management, enhanced service delivery and mobilisation of community resources.
“If we are serious about eliminating poverty”, said Ms. Johnston, “we must ensure that national policies take account of regional and local trends, as well as ensuring that local anti-poverty targets and strategies are developed”.  

Note to editors: 
Mapping Poverty: National Regional and County Patterns updates and extends previous research on the spatial distribution of poverty using recent national data sources: the Census of Population (2002); the Living in Ireland Survey (2000) and, for the first time, the National Survey of Housing Quality (2001/2002).
 
A national conference on Mapping Poverty: National, Regional and County Patterns will take place in NUI Maynooth on Thursday 8 September.
For further information on this report see the Combat Poverty Agency's website at: www.combatpoverty.ie/pub_press.html
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