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Launch of Combat Poverty Agency's Strategic Plan 2005-2007: 
Working for a Poverty Free Ireland
The Combat Poverty Agency launched its strategic plan today emphasising its focus over the next three years on the distribution of income and jobs, access to quality services, and local and regional responses to poverty.

Combat Poverty's blueprint for action, which is informed by evaluation of the last strategic plan and the involvement of key stakeholders, aims to move Ireland closer to a poverty free society, said Director Helen Johnston.

"We are focussed on promoting changes to economic and social structures so that people in poverty have improved chances of benefiting from better incomes and more life opportunities.  These changes will enhance their living standards and social participation and reduce inequality in Irish society," said Combat Poverty Director Ms Helen Johnston.

As a State advisory agency developing and promoting evidence-based proposals and measures to combat poverty in Ireland, Combat Poverty's three main objectives over the next three years are:
· Distribution of income and jobs. Combat Poverty will provide evidence based advice on tax, welfare and employment policies to promote a fairer distribution of income and employment

· Access to quality services.  The provision of affordable and accessible services, such as health and education, is critical in working for a poverty free society. Combat Poverty in collaboration with health and education stakeholders will work towards developing equitable access to quality services for people in poverty

· Local and regional responses to poverty.  Combat Poverty will support local and regional responses to poverty, including border areas affected by the Northern Ireland conflict and these will be linked to the National Anti poverty Strategy
Combat Poverty Director Helen Johnston  said : " A poverty free society is one where everyone is valued and has the opportunity to make the best of themselves and participate actively.  It is a fair and just society where there is equality and peace and where everyone has an adequate standard of living and access to good quality services."

"Ireland has achieved huge economic growth putting it to the fore amongst our European counterparts , but despite this we still have some way to go to achieve a poverty-free society.  The European experience shows that substantial poverty reduction can be achieved and maintained in conjunction with vital economic growth. The question we must address in working for a poverty free Ireland is: 
can we devise and implement strategies that do more to reduce poverty as they promote the country's  economic growth?

"This long term vision we set out here today needs the support all stakeholders in society so that we can work to a poverty-free society where everyone has the right to expect a certain standard of living guided by agreed minimum standards and entitlements," concluded Ms Johnston.

Ends

Note to Editors:   Combat Poverty is a statutory agency established under the Combat Poverty Agency Act 1986 which sets out its functions as: policy advice; research;  project support; innovation and evaluation, and public education. 
This is the Combat Poverty Agency's 7th Strategic Plan.  Acting as a catalyst for change Combat Poverty seeks to influence public policy and elicit public support for action on poverty issues. Combat Poverty's effectiveness and credibility is rooted in its ability to speak authoritatively and with objectivity on poverty.

Contact: Tom Reddy 087 222 4213
