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COMBAT POVERTY REPORT CALLS FOR NATIONAL POLICY ON WASTE MANAGEMENT WAIVER SYSTEMS 
A national policy on waste management waiver systems is needed to ensure convergence towards a fair and consistent system of waste charging in Ireland, according to a new report from the Combat Poverty Agency. 
The report Implementing a Waiver System: Guidelines for Local Authorities, investigates the current charging practices of seven local authorities, and draws on best practice to develop a set of guidelines that might be used nationally to structure waste charging systems, including waiver systems. 
The guidelines support the ‘polluter pays’ principle, but propose a range of additional measures to reflect the reality of poverty. Among these are recommendations for phased payment, anonymity for waiver recipients and the introduction of an income based approach which takes account of household income and household size.

“The situation that has arisen in relation to waste charges reinforces the need for poverty proofing of all policies at both design and implementation stage to ensure there are no unintended consequences for low income households”, said Helen Johnston, Director of the Combat Poverty Agency. “Consistent principles for waste management are needed.  This report sets out to address this deficit.”
While promoting the guidelines as a means of achieving consistency across local authority areas in the short term, the report calls for the introduction a universal waiver model that would satisfy the guidelines at a national level. Three such options are identified and analysed in the report, namely: a locally operated system (implemented via local authorities); a tax credit system implemented nationally via the existing taxation scheme; and a waiver delivered through the social welfare system.  
The report concludes that a locally operated waiver system would offer the most effective delivery model and that consideration should be given to centralised funding of the waiver scheme, with grants given to local authorities for its operation.

According to the report, changes to waste charging practices in recent years have had a knock on effect on the waste collection levies being placed on households, with charges rising by 223 per cent between 1997 and 2003.  
Currently, there is no obligation on local authorities to provide a waiver system, and where waivers do exist, there is little consistency in the way that they are applied. As a result households in some areas are required to pay up to €300 more than others in waste charges annually. 
“Where inadequate waiver systems exist, waste management charges can be a serious financial burden for low income households and can push many families into debt.” concluded Helen Johnston.
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Note to Editors:
Implementing a Waiver System: Guidelines for Local Authorities builds on an earlier consultation and research exercise undertaken by the Combat Poverty Agency in its Policy Statement Waste Collection Charges and Low Income Households, which included a survey of all 34 local authorities and five case studies.  This has been supplemented here by an additional comprehensive research process, including an in depth examination of waste charges and waiver systems in seven local authorities, a workshop on waste charging systems, consultation with key stakeholders both in Ireland and overseas and an extensive literature review.
Implementing a Waiver System: Guidelines for Local Authorities was commissioned by Combat Poverty Agency, and carried out by Fitzpatrick Associates.
A previous report entitled Waste Collection Charges and Low-Income Households (2003) was undertaken by Combat Poverty at the behest of the National Advisory Committee of the Money Advice and Budgeting Service. 
Combat Poverty is the sole national advisory agency with a remit to combat poverty in Ireland.  Acting as a catalyst for change, it has a statutory responsibility to provide advice and policy proposals to tackle poverty.  Combat Poverty’s effectiveness is rooted in its ability to speak authoritatively and with objectivity on poverty.
Contact us  at publications@cpa.ie if you require a copy of the report.
