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Combat Poverty responds to Budget 2008

Combat Poverty today welcomed the emphasis on lower income groups in Budget 2008. 
Acknowledging that the overall budget package was significantly reduced, it noted that the spend on welfare measures in the budget has increased as a proportion of the overall budget package compared with Budget 2007.

Speaking today, Combat Poverty’s Acting Director Kevin O’Kelly said: “Although the budget is tighter than we would have hoped, there is a clear emphasis on maintaining the value of welfare payments and protecting the living standards of those who are at greatest risk of poverty. We are pleased that the increase in the basic welfare payment is higher than inflation and also slightly higher than predicted wage growth. We also welcome the targeted measures to alleviate child poverty through increases in child income supports. The overall increase in the child income support package is approximately 6.6 per cent.”

Combat Poverty will be undertaking a detailed analysis of Budget 2008 to assess its impact on poverty levels. This will be published in early 2008. 

Combat Poverty is a state agency which advises the Government on policies and measures to tackle poverty in Ireland. 
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