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People living in poverty play a vital role in informing policies to tackle poverty, says Combat Poverty Agency
- Having Your Say Conference identifies ways to involve people in poverty in the development of anti-poverty policy -
- Silent People and other Stories book provides rare insight into experiences of poverty in modern Ireland - 
Enabling people who are living in poverty to contribute to the development and implementation of anti-poverty policies results in more effective policies and a faster resolution to poverty, a conference hosted by the Combat Poverty Agency, will hear today. 

The conference, which brings to an end Combat Poverty’s three-year Having Your Say programme, will profile a range of techniques to build the capacity of people living in poverty to engage in the policy making process.  The keynote address will be delivered by the Minister of State at the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, Pat Carey TD.  

Today’s conference will also see the launch of a new book ‘Silent People and Other Stories’, written by award-winning journalist Susan McKay and published by Combat Poverty. This book presents a rare insight into the situation and realities of poverty in Ireland today - an experience shared by some 290,000 people. It features interviews with people from around the country who are experiencing poverty and social exclusion, together with photographs taken by renowned photographer Derek Speirs. 
“Silent People and other Stories presents poverty from the perspective of people who live with it on a daily basis”, explains the book’s author Susan McKay. “Each person living with disadvantage has his or her own story. They are trapped by a combination of factors over which they have little control. Many feel a stigma about their situation, or feel forgotten.  Without a voice, they literally become a ‘silent people’.”
Kevin O’Kelly, Acting Director of the Combat Poverty Agency adds, “Each of the stories in this book can be linked to known structural issues that pre-dispose large groups of people to poverty – educational disadvantage, discrimination, rural isolation, health inequalities and so on.  Understanding these issues from the perspective of people who experience them can lead to more effective, well targeted solutions.  

“Commitments contained in national policies, such as the National Action Plans for Social Inclusion  and the National Partnership Agreements,  have resulted in the broadening of opportunities for people to contribute to policy formation.  Anti-poverty groups can make a very valuable contribution to policy debates at national and local level, so it is vital that they continue to receive support and resources to allow this to happen.” concluded Mr. O’Kelly. 
Combat Poverty launched the Having Your Say programme in 2005 to strengthen the voices of people and communities living in poverty in the development and implementation of local and national policies which impact on their lives. Today’s conference will offer delegates the opportunity to share their experiences, discuss practical techniques for engaging in the policy process and identify opportunities to contribute to policy formation.

Representatives of community development projects including the Scottish Community Development Centre, the Vocal Women’s Group from Blanchardstown and public sector personnel are included in the conference line up. Over 250 delegates have registered to attend the conference, which will take place in Dublin Castle. 
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