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Press Release

15 February 2007
Combat Poverty calls for better integration of local and national structures to tackle poverty

Combat Poverty, the state agency which advises the Government on measures to tackle poverty in Ireland, is calling for new approaches to support the delivery of national anti-poverty policies at local level. Combat Poverty is responding to the findings of a recent research report which reveals that better integration between national and local government structures would improve the lives of people living in poverty.

The research by ERM Consulting found that although the policies and infrastructure to tackle poverty already exist, conflicting priorities at local and national level and poor integration of existing structures are hampering implementation. 

Responding to the report, Combat Poverty Agency Director Helen Johnston stresses the importance of ensuring that the forthcoming National Action Plan for Social Inclusion is effectively implemented at local level.

“In many cases, local delivery of national policies would be more effective with better alignment of central and local priorities. This would result in a greater sense of local ownership of programmes and initiatives designed to meet local needs, as well as less ambiguity about their level of priority. Currently at a local level, people feel that there are too many special programmes and short-term initiatives emerging from central government without local input”, she said.   

“There are clear responsibilities to address poverty and social exclusion at both local and national levels. An integrated approach to policy development and implementation is needed. National policies must be informed by local experience. This requires improved communications and co-ordination between central and local government and between agencies at local level”, she added. 

A policy paper published by Combat Poverty recommends the implementation of a number of initiatives at local and national level to ensure that targets are met and that policies achieve their potential to tackle poverty and to promote social inclusion.

“We are calling for a National Implementation Group to be established with a clear role for monitoring the delivery of the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion at local level via the City and County Development Boards.  Their role in this regard needs to be supported and resourced,” said Ms. Johnston.

“A greater synergy in delivering policies can also be achieved by inviting representatives of councillors and local authority service management to sit on relevant national social inclusion groups,” she continued.

Combat Poverty is also recommending that each city and county authority should develop and implement a Local Anti-Poverty and Social Inclusion Strategy and that key issues emerging from each strategy should feed into the national policy processes.
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