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NEW BOOK HIGHLIGHTS IMPACT OF NATIONAL ANTI-POVERTY STRATEGY ON BUDGETARY POLICY 

Combat Poverty calls for anti-poverty approach to policy making 
Government tax and welfare policies over the ten years since the launch of the first National Anti-Poverty Strategy have led to a significant reduction in the number of people living in income poverty, particularly those living below 50 per cent of median national income, according to a new book published by the Combat Poverty Agency. The book, entitled Welfare Policy and Poverty, was launched by the Minister for Social and Family Affairs, Martin Cullen TD at a conference in Croke Park today. 

The conference brings to a close the 20th anniversary year of both the Combat Poverty Agency and the report of the Commission on Social Welfare, in addition to marking the 10th anniversary of the original National Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS): a timely milestone that will bring social policy officials, State agencies, social partners, academics, and non governmental organisations together to discuss social policy reform from an anti-poverty perspective and propose practical measures to meet national anti-poverty targets. 
Edited by Mel Cousins, Welfare Policy and Poverty draws together the perspectives of a range of authors on specific areas of policy, including health, education, children, older people and migration and discusses how policies in these areas over the past two decades have contributed to or impeded poverty reduction.  It also provides a comprehensive analysis of poverty trends over the past two decades, citing ambitious welfare targets in the National Anti-Poverty Strategy (as the critical factor in successive budgets targeting low income groups. Such measures brought about a 25 per cent reduction in the number of people living below 50 per cent of median national income between 1998 and 2007.  
Despite the dramatic progress made in many aspects of the Irish economy and Irish society over the past 20 years, major challenges remain according to Mel Cousins in the concluding chapter of the book. “Large proportions of the population still face very limited opportunities and are effectively excluded from playing their full role in society.” he says. 
Kevin O’Kelly, Acting Director of Combat Poverty said, ‘One of the key findings of this book is that although successive governments have set objectives and targets to reduce poverty and social exclusion, these have often not been fully translated into policies or measures across all policy areas. To meet the national target of eliminating consistent poverty by 2016 all policies need to be clearly focused on delivering anti-poverty outcomes. As we can see from the chapters on health and education, which show that existing structures and policies are contributing to inequalities, this is not always the case.” 
The role of public services in alleviating poverty is highlighted throughout the book, with many authors pointing out that income supports are only part of the debate. Specific reforms to public services are therefore proposed in a range of areas including education, health, services for older people and children. 

For example, the author of the chapter on older people, Anthony McCashin, argues that pensions need to be considered in the context of an overall analysis of the needs of older people. Recognising the close link between pensions and poverty (70 per cent of over 65 year olds are in the bottom two income deciles) he recommends that the state pension should be set at 50 per cent of national average earnings but also calls for policies that will help people to stay socially active and remain in the labour market. 
In her chapter on migration, Jane Pillinger points out that the rate of consistent poverty among Ireland’s 420,000 immigrants is almost twice that of Irish people even though they have higher levels of education than Irish nationals.  She highlights the need for long-term planning for the integration and inclusion of migrants as a feature of Irish society, not just in the labour market but in community and civil life and in the delivery of mainstream services.  
“Poverty is increasingly recognised at both national and European levels as an impediment to growth. While significant progress has been made over the past 10 years in reducing poverty, there are groups in society who remain marginalised and excluded from the activities that other people take for granted. Tackling poverty and social exclusion requires a combination of income supports and high quality, accessible public services, underpinned by coherent anti-poverty policies”, said Mr. O’Kelly. “The purpose of today’s conference is to bring together relevant stakeholders to discuss welfare policy from an anti-poverty perspective and advance thinking on what steps to take to make national poverty reduction targets a reality.” he concluded. 
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