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BOARD OF COMBAT POVERTY SEEKS MEETING WITH MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AND FAMILY AFFAIRS OVER ITS PLANNED INTEGRATION INTO HER DEPARTMENT

The Chairman of Combat Poverty, Brian Duncan, has written to the Minister for Social and Family Affairs expressing the Board’s disappointment at the Government’s decision, contained in the Budget, to integrate the Agency into a new division within her Department.  

In the letter, a request for a meeting with the Minister was made to discuss the nature and structure of the new division which is being created through the integration of Combat Poverty and the Office of Social Inclusion within her Department.  The letter was issued following a meeting of the Board to review the decision and discuss the next steps for Combat Poverty’s staff and Board members. 
Mr Duncan said, “To meet the Government’s target of eliminating consistent poverty by 2016, it is absolutely essential that the new division in the Department is structured in a way that maintains a strong anti-poverty focus across all areas of Government and promotes public understanding of the urgent need to tackle poverty for the benefit of everyone in society.”

“Until the legislation that established the Combat Poverty Agency is repealed, our Board will continue to work to emphasise to the Department that the anti-poverty focus must be maintained. We will also work to ensure that the transition for existing staff members is as smooth as possible.

 “Over the 20-plus years of its existence, Combat Poverty has been distinguished by its status as an independent agency, which has had the capacity to advise on anti-poverty policy and develop programmatic responses to poverty.  It has always used its independence to offer the best possible, unbiased advice to Government on tackling poverty-related issues. 

“The Board welcomes the assurance received from the Department that the new division will have a strong anti-poverty focus and will maintain the expertise and ethos that has been built up in Combat Poverty since its inception.  However, it is critical also that the structure of the new division takes into account the needs of all stakeholders working to tackle poverty in Ireland, including members of the community and voluntary sector and the wider statutory sector. This will require robust accountability frameworks that extend beyond the Department of Social and Family Affairs. 

“We are calling on the Minister to support the formation of an advisory body with representatives from the Combat Poverty Board and the community and voluntary sector to advise on the structure and ongoing work of the new division,” said Mr Duncan.  
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