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STATEMENT
Release date: 25 September 2008
PEACE & RECONCILIATION FUNDING 

Over the past 10 years, Combat Poverty and Pobal - working jointly through Border Action - have been responsible for allocating funding to support peace and reconciliation work in the Border area on behalf of the European Commission’s Peace Programme for Northern Ireland and the Border counties in Ireland. 

As one of a number of intermediary funding bodies, Border Action has been responsible for selecting projects and disbursing funds to target groups according to strict criteria set out by the European Commission.  Funding decisions are taken by expert committees with extensive experience in promoting peace and reconciliation in the Border region and are rigorously audited by the European Commission auditors and the Comptroller and Auditor General. In total approximately €200million in funding has been allocated to approximately 2,000 projects.  
Recent media coverage has referred to the allocation of funding to six ex-prisoner groups in the Border region. This funding is allocated by Border Action on behalf of the European Commission under the Pathway to Inclusion, Integration and Reconciliation of Victims programme. The aims of this programme are to address skill gaps that are preventing individuals and communities from making the transition to peace and to help people move into mainstream jobs by promoting the re-socialisation, integration and inclusion of certain groups, including victims of the conflict and their families, ex-prisoners and their families and former members of the security and ancillary services. 

The contribution that European Commission funding has made in supporting this work has been invaluable and this has been confirmed through independent evaluations and should not be underestimated. 
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