
















































































Location within the curriculum

An interesting point was raised regarding the perceived
value of civic education being ‘everywhere’ within the
curriculum and yet possibly being ‘everywhere but
nowhere’. The IEA study did contradict this perception
to some extent as revealed in the Australian and Czech
Republic case-studies. In the former the Discovering
Democracy initiative was where civic education found a
‘home’ and in the latter it was a discrete subject.

Possible ways forward for SPE in the Irish
context

Discussion on the way forward for SPE in the Irish
context centred on what should be the next steps, who
should be involved and in what capacity.

Possible next steps prioritised by participants were as

follows:

m Meeting of interested people to plan strategically —
this could be taken on, either by a new group or an
existing group such as the CSPE ad hoc group

m Wider consultation at all levels (students, teachers,
parents, youth services, social partners, politicians,
community organisations etc) and use of internet to
disperse outcomes of consultation process; local or
regional hearings to be part of the mechanism used.

Other priorities included:

® Conduct research (this would include evaluation of
the current CSPE programme)

m Political commitment and partnership
m Putting a support service in place

m Wider engagement of European bodies such as the
OECD and the Council of Europe in order to generate
acceptability for the subject.

Also mentioned as next steps in the process were the
publication of the seminar report and the possible
engagement of a consultant to ‘market’ SPE since the
image or public perception of the subject needs to be
improved.

Levels of involvement

Participants identified different levels of involvement in
the process that would take SPE forward in the Irish
context. Involvement at a national level was thought by
some to be the remit of the NCCA and this would have a
predominantly political focus. Teachers would constitute
the professional level of involvement since it was
argued that there was a need to harness the expertise
and experience that already exists within the teacher
population. Another level of involvement was identified
for the social partners (e.g. community platform) and this
would be primarily public in nature.

Key catalysts

A question was posed to participants in relation to who
they considered might be the leading catalysts in the
development of social and political education at senior
cycle in Ireland. Different bodies or structures were
identified as having a catalytic role. The NCCA was
mentioned as having a role to play because it is a
statutory body responsible for curriculum and
assessment at national level. The existing support
services, namely the CSPE Support Service and the
Second Level Support Service, could, according to
others, be quite influential and the establishment of a
dedicated support service for SPE at senior cycle at the
beginning of the process rather than at a later stage
was also proposed. The CDVEC CDU was mentioned as
having the potential to play a significant role in the
consultation process, specifically in relation to running
regional meetings parallel to those proposed by the
NCCA following publication of a paper on senior cycle.
The CDU could also be instrumental in establishing
curriculum development or pilot projects that would feed
into or inform the emerging subject area of social and
political education.

Participants considered third-level institutions to be in a
position to contribute to many different aspects of the
process of moving SPE forward. They could contribute
to the conception and design of the course, to the
development of resources, to work in partnership with
others during a pilot phase, and to assist in the design
and development of appropriate in-service. Additionally,
they have a very important role to play regarding
accreditation. Engaging certain professors as key
catalysts was also considered to be strategic.

Representatives of different groupings, particularly
students, teachers, parents and school management
bodies should also be involved in advocating for SPE
and the value in having a ‘public champion’ for SPE was
remarked upon.
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Consultation process

Participants made a number of suggestions as to what
would constitute an effective consultation process.
These included the following:

m Use the NCCA representative and consultative model

m Hold a further series of seminars/public meetings on a
regional basis

m Use a community development approach and involve
social partners

m Survey senior cycle students on a national basis

m Survey CSPE teachers and build on the experience of
developing this subject

m Involve third-level bodies.

Many participants urged that a medium to long-term
strategy be adopted with a timeframe of 3-5 years.
Funding for and a commitment to the consultation
process were necessary elements for success.
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