
































































































































Irish society has traditionally 
accorded the well-being of children 
a high priority. Yet, families raising 
children now face a particularly 
high risk of being in poverty. 

This major new report on child 
poverty in Ireland highlights a 
significant deterioration in the 
incomes of those with children 
relative to other households. During 
the 1980s in particular, the 
percentage of children in poverty 
rose dramatically, mainly as a result 
of increased levels of 
unemployment. Other categories 

with a high risk of poverty include 
children in families relying on low 
pay and small farms and those in 
larger families. 

Child poverty is set to become a 
dominant issue for the 1990s, 
posing a major challenge to child 
income support policy. In this 
regard, the report emphasises the 
key role that a substantially 
increased Child Benefit could play 
in both alleviating child poverty 
and promoting equity between 
those with and those without 
children. 
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