






















Local Strucure 

Four networks are supported under the Programme. They are based in Drogheda (Co. 

Louth), Killinarden (West Tallaght, Dublin), Tralee (Co. Kerry) and Tuam (Co.Galway). 

The networks include representatives of key educational interests in the areas including 

schools, parents, training centres, area based partnerships, youth groups, community 

groups and other voluntary and statutory organisations. 

Whilst each network has devised its own action plan, they share a number of priorities 

such as mapping the nature and extent of educational disadvantage in each area; 

identifying needs and gaps in current provision; assisting network structures and 

processes; developing issue-based or thematic working groups and raising awareness on 

educational disadvantage. 

A "Poverty Awareness Programme" targetted primarily at teachers based in schools within 

the network areas will be piloted. This will build on the work at local level and will be 

delivered by the networks in collaboration with the Combat Poverty Agency. 

Representatives of each of the networks and Combat Poverty Agency staff work together to 

plan and deliver a programme of training and inter-network activity. 

Research and Evaluation 

The Children's Research Centre in Trinity College, Dublin, has been commissioned to 

undertake an evaluation of the programme, which will be mainly qualitative in approach. 

The evaluation will be complemented by three policy papers, which will explore key issues 

arising within the programme. A qualitative study of educationally disadvantaged young 

people is also planned as part of the evaluation. The individual networks will undertake 

independent self-evaluations. 

The Agency and the Youthstart National Support Structure will work together to produce 

case studies on integrated approaches to educational disadvantage. 

The following publications were commissioned as part of the Programme and are 

available from the Combat Poverty Agency: 

Educational Disadvantage and Early School Leaving 

7998. S. Boldt, B. Devine, D. MacDevitt, M. Morgan. £5 (available from September 1998). 

This is a collection of three papers on interventions to tackle educational disadvantage and 

early school leaving in Ireland, the EU and North America. 

Integrated Services and Children at Risk 

7997. 8. Cullen. Free. 

This report discusses the integration of services for tackling early school leaving and 

educational disadvantage. 

Policy 

Lessons from the programme will contribute to the development of policy and practice. 

Policy papers, seminars and workshops will disseminate and share information on lessons 

learned and provide a forum for discussion. Seminars have been held to date on 

integration, on home/school/community linkages and on the transition from primary to 

secondary school. Effective links will be maintained with relevant policy makers, with and 

between network members and other relevant organisations. 

For further information on the Programme, contact: 

The Combat Poverty Agency 

Liz Sullivan or David Silke, 

Combat Poverty Agency, 

Bridgewater Centre, 

Conyngham Road, 

Islandbridge, 

Dublin 8. 

Tel: 01-6706746 Fax:01-6706760 e-mail: sullivanl@cpa.ie 

silked@cpa.ie 

Drogheda 

Rita Swan (Co-ordinator), 

Drogheda Youth Education Network, 

3rd Floor, Irish Permanent Building, 

116 West Street, 

Drogheda, 

Co. Louth. 

Tel: 041 -44490 Fax: 041 -44490 e-mail; dyen@drogheda.edunet.ie 

Killinarden 

Neil Haran (Co-ordinator), 

Killinarden Education Network, 

Sacred Heart Junior School, 

Killinarden, 

Dublin 24. 

Tel: 01 -4621400 Fax: 01 -4621400 



Tralee 
Rachel Buckley (Co-ordinator) 
Tralee Education Network, 
Education Centre, 
Collis-Sandes House, 
Oakpark, 
Tralee. 
Co. Kerry 

Tel: 066-81355 Fax:066-81356 e-mail: Tentral@iol.ie 

Tuam 
Kathi Dillon (Co-ordinator), 
Network for Educational Support, Tuam Area, 
Bru Bhride, 
Church View, 
Tuam, 
Co. Galway. 

Tel: 093-24020 Fax: 093-24020 e-mail: turamrc@iol.ie 

July 1998. 
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