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In Ireland, as in many other European countries, there is a 
growing tendency for poverty and unemployment to become 
concentrated in particular areas. Many of our cities and 
towns face decay in the inner-city and the growth of large 
housing estates experiencing multiple deprivation on the 
urban periphery. This report by a team of Irish and British 
experts examines this phenomenon. 

It argues that, by itself, a rising economic tide will not bring 
excluded groups and communities back into the economic 
mainstream. Drawing on the experience of other European 
countries, the authors advocate a range of strategies bringing 
together the public sector, the private sector, voluntary and 
community groups in dynamic partnerships. 

This major new Report will be of interest to all those 
concerned about urban poverty and the persistence of 
severe inequality in Irish society. Both policy makers and 
community activists will find it full of ideas about how to 
address this most urgent social problem. 
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