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–	�Community Development Programme expanded to 52 
projects. Support agencies set up regionally to support 	
the Programme.   
–	�Living in Ireland Survey - first round of a three-year panel 
survey collected information on household income and living 
conditions in Ireland.  

	 1995
–	�March 1995 UN World Summit for Social Development in 
Copenhagen Irish Government commits to draw up by the 
end of 1996 a national strategy to address poverty
–	Review of Combat Poverty by Goodbody Economic 	 	 	 	
	 Consultants
–	�Combat Poverty takes on role of delivering part of the EU 
Peace and Reconciliation Programme in the border counties 
with ADM (now Pobal)
–	�Combat Poverty initiates a Demonstration Programme on 
Educational Disadvantage (1996-1999)
–	�Published research – Poverty in Rural Ireland and Lone 

Mothers in Ireland: A Local Study 

	 1996 
–	�Combat Poverty provided technical support to the 
Community Platform when it was involved in the 
negotiations of the national agreement Partnership 2000
–	80 Projects now in CDP

–	�Combat Poverty moves to new premises - from Charlemont 
St to Bridgewater Centre, Islandbridge

	 1997
–	�Combat Poverty co-ordinates national consultation on 
development of a National Anti Poverty Strategy (NAPS)
–	Launch of NAPS April 1997
–	�National Anti-Poverty Networks Programme expanded to 
include: Open Parent Exchange and Network (OPEN) and the 
Irish Traveller Movement (ITM)

	 1998
–	�Co-hosted a conference with the Children’s Research 
Centre, TCD, on Researching Young People’s Experience of 
Poverty, Exclusion and ‘Youth Problems’
–	�In conjunction with ESRI hosted an international conference 
on educational failure and underachievement and the 
consequences for labour market exclusion

	 1999	
–	January 1999 Combat Poverty’s role in CDP reduced
–	�Publications included: Women and Poverty in Ireland; Loading 

the Dice: A Study of Cumulative Disadvantage
–	�A study and national conference on Social Housing in  

Ireland complete  
–	�A study on Housing Income Support and the Private Rented 
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Sector published
–	�Establishment of Local Government Programme to support 
anti-poverty and social inclusion work in local authorities
–	�Supported establishment of child poverty awareness 
campaign Open Your Eyes to the Child Poverty Initiative with 
Barnardos, The Society of St Vincent de Paul, the National 
Youth Council of Ireland 
–	�Special supplement on child poverty Against All Odds 
published in conjunction with the Sunday Tribune 
–	Combat Poverty’s website launched www.combatpoverty.ie
–	�National Anti Poverty Networks expanded to include Forum 
of People with Disabilities 
–	Introduction of Working Against Poverty Grants Scheme
	
	 2000
–	�Establishment of Local Government Anti-Poverty 	
Learning Network
–	�Research report Low Income Farm Households, Incidence, 

Characteristics and Policies launched at National Ploughing 
Championships 
–	Research report The Distribution of Income in I 
	 reland published
–	Peace II Programme 2000-2004 (delays in implementation)
–	�Transnational seminar held in September in Dublin to share 
learning on a EU funded project involving five Member 
States. Project is entitled Towards Effective Involvement:  

	 Involving Excluded People and their Organisations in Anti-			
	 Poverty and Social Inclusion policies.

	 2001
–	�EU member States required to submit National Action 
Plans on Poverty and Social Exclusions to the European 
Commission
–	�National Anti Poverty networks expanded to include: The 
Children’s Rights Alliance; The Older Women’s Network and 
the Irish Refugee Council
–	�By December 2001 a total of 1,387 projects funded through 
the first EU Programme for Peace and Reconciliation

	 2002
–	�Provision of training to Social Inclusion Units in local 
authorities (set up in 2001)
–	Peace II formally launched in Carlingford, Co.Louth 	
	 April 2002
–	�Joint seminar held with Money Advice and Budgeting 
	 Service to present the results of research on the saving 	 	
	 needs of low income households
–	�EU funding secured for two transnational exchange projects 
under the Programme to Combat Social Exclusion : Project 
One Mainstreaming Social Inclusion and Project Two Local 
Authorities and Social Inclusion
–	Building Healthy Communities Programme initiated
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Sector published
–	�Establishment of Local Government Programme to support 
anti-poverty and social inclusion work in local authorities
–	�Supported establishment of child poverty awareness 
campaign Open Your Eyes to the Child Poverty Initiative with 
Barnardos, The Society of St Vincent de Paul, the National 
Youth Council of Ireland 
–	�Special supplement on child poverty Against All Odds 
published in conjunction with the Sunday Tribune 
–	Combat Poverty’s website launched www.combatpoverty.ie
–	�National Anti Poverty Networks expanded to include Forum 
of People with Disabilities 
–	Introduction of Working Against Poverty Grants Scheme
	
	 2000
–	�Establishment of Local Government Anti-Poverty 	
Learning Network
–	�Research report Low Income Farm Households, Incidence, 

Characteristics and Policies launched at National Ploughing 
Championships 
–	Research report The Distribution of Income in I 
	 reland published
–	Peace II Programme 2000-2004 (delays in implementation)
–	�Transnational seminar held in September in Dublin to share 
learning on a EU funded project involving five Member 
States. Project is entitled Towards Effective Involvement:  

	 Involving Excluded People and their Organisations in Anti-			
	 Poverty and Social Inclusion policies.

	 2001
–	�EU member States required to submit National Action 
Plans on Poverty and Social Exclusions to the European 
Commission
–	�National Anti Poverty networks expanded to include: The 
Children’s Rights Alliance; The Older Women’s Network and 
the Irish Refugee Council
–	�By December 2001 a total of 1,387 projects funded through 
the first EU Programme for Peace and Reconciliation

	 2002
–	�Provision of training to Social Inclusion Units in local 
authorities (set up in 2001)
–	Peace II formally launched in Carlingford, Co.Louth 	
	 April 2002
–	�Joint seminar held with Money Advice and Budgeting 
	 Service to present the results of research on the saving 	 	
	 needs of low income households
–	�EU funding secured for two transnational exchange projects 
under the Programme to Combat Social Exclusion : Project 
One Mainstreaming Social Inclusion and Project Two Local 
Authorities and Social Inclusion
–	Building Healthy Communities Programme initiated
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–	�Against All Odds: Family Life on a Low Income in  
Ireland published
–	�February 2002 the Government launched its National 	
Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS) Review Building an 	
Inclusive Society 

	 2003
–	�National Action Plan against Poverty and Social Exclusion 
2003-2005 initiated
–	�Completion of evaluation of National Anti-Poverty 	
Networks Programme
–	�Working Against Poverty Grants Scheme moved from Combat 
Poverty to Department of Community, Rural and 	
Gaeltacht Affairs
–	�Decentralisation announced in December 2003 – proposed 
that Combat Poverty move to Monaghan
–	�Irish Social Expenditure in a Comparative International  

Context published

	 2004
–	�Local Authorities and Social Inclusion Steering Group 
established to oversee mainstreaming of social inclusion 
agenda in local authorities
–	�Completed evaluation of the Local Government Anti-Poverty 

Learning Network and recommended the continuation of the   

    

  	work as an essential element to support the NAPS 	
	 at 	local level
–	�Combat Poverty successful under Phase II of the EU-funded 
Social Exclusion Transnational Exchange Programme and 
secures funding for another two years to develop work on 
Mainstreaming Social Inclusion

	 2005
–	�A Guide to Local Anti-Poverty Strategies made available to all 
local authorities
–	Policy statement Ending Child Poverty launched 
–	�Publication of research on Mapping Poverty: National, 

Regional and County Patterns
–	�Combat Poverty funds the development of two pilot Local 
Anti Poverty and Social Inclusion Strategies in counties 
Wicklow and Laois
–	�Combat Poverty works closely with the Office for Social 
Inclusion (OSI) and contributes to consultations on the 
National Action Plan against Poverty and Social Exclusion  
2006-2008
	
	 2006
–	�Institute of Public Administration takes over support of the 

Local Government Anti Poverty Learning Network
–	�Day In, Day Out: Understanding the Dynamics of Child  

Poverty published
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–	�Against All Odds: Family Life on a Low Income in  
Ireland published
–	�February 2002 the Government launched its National 	
Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS) Review Building an 	
Inclusive Society 

	 2003
–	�National Action Plan against Poverty and Social Exclusion 
2003-2005 initiated
–	�Completion of evaluation of National Anti-Poverty 	
Networks Programme
–	�Working Against Poverty Grants Scheme moved from Combat 
Poverty to Department of Community, Rural and 	
Gaeltacht Affairs
–	�Decentralisation announced in December 2003 – proposed 
that Combat Poverty move to Monaghan
–	�Irish Social Expenditure in a Comparative International  

Context published

	 2004
–	�Local Authorities and Social Inclusion Steering Group 
established to oversee mainstreaming of social inclusion 
agenda in local authorities
–	�Completed evaluation of the Local Government Anti-Poverty 

Learning Network and recommended the continuation of the   

    

  	work as an essential element to support the NAPS 	
	 at 	local level
–	�Combat Poverty successful under Phase II of the EU-funded 
Social Exclusion Transnational Exchange Programme and 
secures funding for another two years to develop work on 
Mainstreaming Social Inclusion

	 2005
–	�A Guide to Local Anti-Poverty Strategies made available to all 
local authorities
–	Policy statement Ending Child Poverty launched 
–	�Publication of research on Mapping Poverty: National, 

Regional and County Patterns
–	�Combat Poverty funds the development of two pilot Local 
Anti Poverty and Social Inclusion Strategies in counties 
Wicklow and Laois
–	�Combat Poverty works closely with the Office for Social 
Inclusion (OSI) and contributes to consultations on the 
National Action Plan against Poverty and Social Exclusion  
2006-2008
	
	 2006
–	�Institute of Public Administration takes over support of the 

Local Government Anti Poverty Learning Network
–	�Day In, Day Out: Understanding the Dynamics of Child  

Poverty published
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–	�Tackling Child Poverty: a Dynamic Perspective policy 
statement published
–	�Financial Exclusion in Ireland: an exploratory study and policy 

review published
–	�Having Your Say Programme to support participation in 	
policy of people experiencing poverty and their 
organisations commenced
–	�Finding Your Way Around Local Government published 	 	
followed by other titles in the series on welfare policy, the 
budget and the community and voluntary sector.

	 2007
–	�20th Anniversary of Combat Poverty marked with Exhibition, 
publication and national conference on Welfare, Poverty  
and Policy 
–	�Poverty and Social Inclusion: Linking National and Local 

Structures launched
–	�Community Participation and Primary Care Conference 
successfully held
–	Mainstreaming Social Inclusion Evaluation launched 	
	 in Brussels
–	�Having Your Say Conference: Participation and Policy, Making it 

Work successfully held in Croke Park
–	�Silent People and Other Stories a report giving voice to people 
experiencing poverty published 
–	Health Policy Statement published

–	�A research report Poor Prescriptions Poverty and Access to 
Community Health Services published 
–	�Economics and Poverty, a community education 	
resource published

	 2008
–	�Tackling health inequalities: an all island approach to social 

determinants published with the Institute of Public Health
–	Tackling poverty Tackling health inequalities published
–	�Voices of Poverty CD developed giving voice to people’s direct 
experience of poverty
–	�Educational resource for Tranistion Year students published 
called Ireland - A Level Playing Pitch 
–	Feasibility Study for a Local Poverty Index published
–	�The Role of Early Childhood Care and Education - An Anti 

Poverty Perspective- a policy discussion paper published
–	�Together in Diversity: A European Conference on Community 

Development and Interculturalism successfully held to mark 
EU Year for Intercultural Dialogue
–	�Overcoming Barriers to Educational Disadvantage national 
conference held in Croke Park
–	Policy Briefing Tackling Financial Exclusion in  
	 Ireland published
–	�Government decision to integrate Combat Poverty and Office 
for Social Inclusion in a new strengthened division within 
the Department of Social and Family Affairs
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C
hild poverty is a national and international policy priority, reflecting an

increased aw
areness of children’s social developm

ent and grow
ing evidence on

the societal consequences of childhood deprivation. 

C
om

bat P
overty, as the state advisory body responsible for developing and prom

oting evidence-based
proposals and m

easures to com
bat poverty, has produced a series of research reports and policy

advice on child poverty in recent years. 1To further inform
 the policy response to child poverty, in

particular the forthcom
ing N

ational Action P
lan against P

overty and Social Exclusion 2006-2008,
C

om
bat P

overty has produced a new
 study exam

ining the processes by w
hich children m

ove into and
out of poverty and the m

echanism
s w

hereby poverty is transm
itted from

 parents to children
2.  This

policy statem
ent sum

m
arises the policy m

essages from
 the research and puts forw

ard
recom

m
endations for governm

ent intervention. 

Sum
m
ary

POLICY STATEMENT1
For a sum

m
ary of these, see C

om
bat P

overty
Agency

(2005), Ending C
hild Poverty, Policy Statem

ent.M
ore recently, C

om
bat

P
overty m

ade recom
m

endations on specific actions to tackle child poverty to the M
inister for Social and Fam

ily Affairs.
2
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Child poverty is one of the m
ost critical issues facing public policy in

Ireland and is also an issue at an international level. As w
ell as the

level of child poverty, the duration of child poverty is equally im
portant

because the longer the tim
e spent in poverty, the w

orse the
consequences. A key com

ponent of ending child poverty is thus to
better understand the flow

s into and out of child poverty and to
investigate the links betw

een child poverty in one generation and adult
poverty in another. 

Day In, Day Out, U
nderstanding the Dynam

ics of Child Poverty
enhances our understanding of the dynam

ics of child poverty in
Ireland. The study draw

s on longitudinal data over an eight-year tim
e

period (1994-2001) and equivalent data for EU
 countries. 

It investigates tw
o distinct com

ponents of the longitudinal aspect of
child poverty: how

 m
any years of poverty w

ere experienced by
children over tim

e (the persistence of child poverty) and the length of
the spells children spend in poverty (the duration of child poverty).
This dynam

ic perspective captures the cum
ulative length of tim

e that
children spend in poverty and the key factors that lead to children
staying in poverty over a long period of tim

e. The study also looks at
the childhood background of adults in poverty and the factors that
im

pact on adult outcom
es.

The findings of this study w
ill contribute to the debate around the m

ost
effective and efficient policy responses to ending child poverty in
Ireland. It is of relevance to policy m

akers, people w
orking w

ith
children (service providers and non-governm

ental organisations) and
researchers concerned w

ith child poverty issues (including students
and teachers). 

DAY IN, DAY OUT  UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMICS OF CHILD POVERTY
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–	�Tackling Child Poverty: a Dynamic Perspective policy 
statement published
–	�Financial Exclusion in Ireland: an exploratory study and policy 

review published
–	�Having Your Say Programme to support participation in 	
policy of people experiencing poverty and their 
organisations commenced
–	�Finding Your Way Around Local Government published 	 	
followed by other titles in the series on welfare policy, the 
budget and the community and voluntary sector.

	 2007
–	�20th Anniversary of Combat Poverty marked with Exhibition, 
publication and national conference on Welfare, Poverty  
and Policy 
–	�Poverty and Social Inclusion: Linking National and Local 

Structures launched
–	�Community Participation and Primary Care Conference 
successfully held
–	Mainstreaming Social Inclusion Evaluation launched 	
	 in Brussels
–	�Having Your Say Conference: Participation and Policy, Making it 

Work successfully held in Croke Park
–	�Silent People and Other Stories a report giving voice to people 
experiencing poverty published 
–	Health Policy Statement published

–	�A research report Poor Prescriptions Poverty and Access to 
Community Health Services published 
–	�Economics and Poverty, a community education 	
resource published

	 2008
–	�Tackling health inequalities: an all island approach to social 

determinants published with the Institute of Public Health
–	Tackling poverty Tackling health inequalities published
–	�Voices of Poverty CD developed giving voice to people’s direct 
experience of poverty
–	�Educational resource for Tranistion Year students published 
called Ireland - A Level Playing Pitch 
–	Feasibility Study for a Local Poverty Index published
–	�The Role of Early Childhood Care and Education - An Anti 

Poverty Perspective- a policy discussion paper published
–	�Together in Diversity: A European Conference on Community 

Development and Interculturalism successfully held to mark 
EU Year for Intercultural Dialogue
–	�Overcoming Barriers to Educational Disadvantage national 
conference held in Croke Park
–	Policy Briefing Tackling Financial Exclusion in  
	 Ireland published
–	�Government decision to integrate Combat Poverty and Office 
for Social Inclusion in a new strengthened division within 
the Department of Social and Family Affairs
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	 2009
–	�Range of publications from Building Healthy Communities 
Progrmame published
–	�People, Poverty and Participation policy discussion 	
paper published
–	�Launch of A Policy Framework for Addressing Over-indebtedness 
–	Combat Poverty and Office for Social Inclusion integrate.
	 To mark this:
��	 •		 special edition of Action on Poverty Today published
	 •	�	 �book of eight essays published by Combat Poverty and the 
Institute of Public Administration called Poverty, Policy and 
Practice Combat Poverty 1986-2009 

	 •		 �special lecture hosted by Institution of Public Administration 
to mark closure of Combat Poverty and its integration with 
the Office for Social Inclusion within the Department of Social 
and Family Affairs

	 •		 Combat Poverty records transferred to National Archives of 	 	
	 	 	 Ireland www.nationalarchives.ie
	 •		 Combat Poverty publications from 1986-2009 available online 	
	 	 	 http://books.google.ie
	 •		 Combat Poverty’s website available on Internet Archive 	
	 	 	www.archive-it.org
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